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During the last legislative session, the Georgia General Assembly passed into law House Bill
1190 regarding truancy and the educational policies of local school systems. The mission
of HB1190 is to restore accountability to schools, reduce restrictions on local school boards
stemming from state mandates, and to increase the local school boardsi flexibility in dealing
with problems within their local district.

As part of that law, every county is required to assemble a Truancy Protocol Committee to
determine appropriate implementation of a portion of the act regarding regular school attendance.

The committee must adopt a written student attendance protocol for each school within
the countyis boundaries by June 1, 2005, outlining the procedures to be used in identifying,
reporting, investigating, and prosecuting cases of students who fail to comply with
mandatory school attendance. The protocol must also outline methods for determining the
causes behind failure to comply with mandatory attendance requirements and procedures
for addressing the issue with parents and their children. Finally, the protocol will also
include policies related to tardiness.

The first meeting of the entire committee was held on February 23, 2005 at the Judge
Romae T. Powell Juvenile Justice Center with representatives from the Fulton County
Juvenile Court, Atlanta Public and Fulton County school systems, the Office of the Solicitor
General, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Family and Children
Services, police chiefs from each municipal police department in the county, Fulton County
Mental Health and Board of Health, the local Family Connection Partnership and TIP

The committee will continue to meet quarterly during the first year, and twice annually
thereafter, to evaluate compliance with, and effectiveness of the protocol, and appropriate
modifications. We will keep you posted on the adoption of a protocol and its effects on TIP
as the committee continues its crucial work.

Representatives from various Fulton County agencies
meet to discuss attendance protocol parameters.
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